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A  N 

ANSWER 

» 

TO  T  H  E 

Rev.  Dr.  Brakenridge’’ s 
LETTER,  &c. 

A  V  I  N  G  been  defired  by  i 
^  H  ,#  worthy  Gentleman  to  confider  ari 
Eflay,  written  by  the  Reverend 
Do&or  Brakenridge ,  Minifter  of  St.  Michael 
Bajjijhaw ,  and  Librarian  of  aS/a/z  College ,  tend¬ 
ing  to  prove  that  the  Number  of  Inhabitants 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality  for  London  and 
Wejlminfter ,  are  of  late  Years  greatly  dimi¬ 
nished  5  I  have  eonfidered  it  accordingly,  and 
upon  the  Iflue,  find  more  Objections  to  offer 
than  Compliments  to  pay  the  learned  Doctor 
upon  it  :  Curiofity  which  he  affigns  for  tile 
Motive  of  his  Enquiry,  will  hardly  exCufe 
Him  for  publishing  it,  if  founded  upon  Truth; 
more  efpecially  by  the  Channel  of  the  Royal 
Society ,  by  which  it  was  fure  to  be  comma- 
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nicated  to  all  the  Learned  in  Europe.  If  we 
are  really  in  the  confumptive  Way  he  would 
have  the  World  believe,  the  Secret  ought  to 
have  been  kept  as  much  in  the  dark  as  pof- 
fible,  we  were  fhrunk  abundantly  too  much 
in  the  Opinion  of  our  Neighbours  before  $ 
and  to  be  the  Expofers  of  our  Decays,  are 
Wantonnefies  the  mod  inexcufable.  But 
Should  the  Doftor’s  whole  Hypothefis  prove 
only  a  melancholy  Dream,  what  Excufe 
will  he  make  for  printing  and  publishing  fuch 
Trafh,  or  what  Amends  can  he  make  his 
Country  for  fuch  a  Mifreprefentation  of  it  ? 
Not  inclined  to  fee  Things  in  fo  difcouraging 
a  Light,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  this  learned 
Gentleman  a  categorical  Anfwer,  and  fub- 
mit  the  Determination  to  the  Public,  defiring 
the  refpeftable  Corps  of  Reviewers,  Critical- 
Reviewers,  Magazine,  and  Literary  Maga¬ 
zine-Writers,  to  give  their  Opinion,  either 
for  the  Defter  or  me,  as  feemeth  beft  to  their 
profound  unnerring  Judgment.  I  place  both 
Performances  before  them,  giving,  as  I  ought, 
the  Precedency  to  the  Doftor’s,  defiring  no 
other  Favour  than  this,  that  not  being  a  Writer 
by  Profefiion,  nor  ever  gained  by  Writing, 
Defefts  of  Method  or  Stile,  may  not  be  con- 
ftrued  into  Defefts  of  Matter  or  Argument. 
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A 

LETTER 

FROM  THE 

Rev.  Dr.  Brakenridge^  R  R.  3, 

DATED,, 

November  2Q5  1754, 

Concerning  the  Number  of  Inhabitants 
within  the  London  Bills  of  Mortality. 

S  I  have  lately  had  the  Curiofity  to 
sir  A  ^  confider  the  Number  of  Inhabitants 
in  London  and  Wejttninjier ,  whether 
they  increafe  or  decreafe  ....... 

I  have  confuited  the  yearly  Bills  of  Mor¬ 
tality  for  the  laft  fifty  Years,  which  I  ima¬ 
gine  will  be  fufficient  for  my  Purpofe  ;  and 
from  them  1  have  extracted  all  the  Num¬ 
bers  of  the  Eaptifms  and  Burials,  both  within 
the  Walls  of  London >  and  at  large  within  the  • 
Bills  5  for  I  thought  that  within  the  City 
Walls,  where  the  Number  of  Houfes  is 
nearly  known,  the  Baptiftns  and  Burials 
might  be  very  rueful  to  reafon  upon,  con- 
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ferning  the  whole  Inhabitants  within  and 
^without.  And  becaufe  it  may  be  furer  to 
compute  from  a  Number  of  Years  taken  at 
an  Average,  than  from  the  Numbers  in  any 
one  Year,  #s  they  ftand  in  the  Bills  5  I  have 
taken  the  Sums  of  the  Numbers,  for  each 
five  Years  of  the  fifty,  and  then  the  fifth  Part 
of  each  of  thefe  Sums  \  which  will,  at  a  Me- 
dium,  be  the  Number  for  any  particular  Year. 
And  in  like  Manner,  I  have  taken  the  Sums 
of  the  Numbers  for  each  ten  Years,  and  the 
tenth  Part  of  each  of  the  Sums  will  be  the 

c  *  . 

Number  for  each  Year  at  an  Average.  And 

© 

the  Numbers  fo  found  will  appear  thus : 
Years.  Baptifms.  Burials  Baptifrns.  Burials. 


1704  - 

~  8 

3870 

2553 

15867 

22103 

3709  - 

-  *3 

1805 

2551 

15288 

217OI 

1734- 

—  18 

1890 

2706 

17586 

2464I 

17m- 

-  2  3 

1871 

2719 

18360 

26978 

.1724-*-  2b 

3829 

2727 

18442 

2767O 

1729  - 

~  33 

1578 

2532 

17452 

26267 

*734" 

-38 

1406 

2242 

16762 

26165 

5739- 

-43 

1221 

2397 

25034 

28219 

1744- 

-48 

1062 

1989 

14402 

23884 

*749  - 

-  53 

1087 

1790 

14850 

22006 

1704- 

-  J3 

J«37 

2552 

25577 

21602 

1714- 

“  23 

l880 

2712 

18073 

25809 

1724  - 

~  33 

I7O3 

2647 

17920 

27168 

^734  " 

T  43 

2320 

15898 

27192 

1744“ 

“  53 

10  74 

w 

OC 

\D 

O 

14626 

22945 

Where 

the  Numbers 

are  ranged  in 

five  Co 

Jumns : 

the  ft 

rft  denotes  the 

Years 

•  V 

l  the  fe 

cond 
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cond  and  third,  the  Baptifms  and  Burials 
within  the  City  Walls ;  and  the  third  and 
fourth  fliew  the  Baptifms  and  Burials  at  large, 
within  the  Bills,  Thus,  for  Xnftance,  22945 
is  the  Number  of  Burials,  at  a  Medium,  for 
any  of  the  ten  Years  within  the  Bills,  from 
3744  to  1753  inclufive.  And  in  likeMan-^ 
ner,  1221  is  the  Number  of  Baptifms  for  any 
Year,  at  an  Average  for  five  Years,  from 
3739  to  1743  inclufive,  and  fo  of  others. 
The  Numbers  above  the  Line  are  computed 
for  five  Years,  and  thofe  below  for  ten. 

In  the  Burials  it  is  always  to  be  confidered, 
that  they  are  perhaps  2000  more,  than  what 
the  Bills  reprefent  them.  For  there  are  Bu- 
rying-Grounds  belonging  to  the  Proteftant 
Dififenters,  the  Quakers,  and  the  yews ;  of 
which  there  is  no  Account  taken,  and  that 
are  very  confiderable.  In  the  firft  of  which 
in  Bunhill -  Fields,  I  have  been  informed,' 
there  are  about  400  Burials  in  the  Year,  and 
in  the  others,  together,  there  may  be  about 
400  more;  which  Sum  of  800  comes,  we 
may  fuppofe,  from  all  Parts  within  the  Bills, 
But  I  think  the  one  half,  viz.  400,  muft  at 
leafi:  come  within  the  City ;  where  there  are 
moft  P rote  flap  t  Difienters  and  Jews :  fo  that 

400 


400  may  always  be  added  to  the  Burials, 
within  the  City.  It  is  likewife  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  both  from  within  and 
without  the  City,  a  great  many  Bu¬ 
rials  go  into  the  Country,  of  which  there  is 
no  Notice  taken.  But  from  what  I  have  ofa- 
ferved,  if  we  were  to  fuppofe  that  there  are 
1200  in  the  Whole  carried  out  into  the 
Country,  over  and  above  the  800  mentioned 
above,  in  the  Burying- Grounds  5  I  fhould 
imagine  that  to  be  the  utmofL  And  there¬ 
fore  in  our  Calculations  we  iliall  fuppofe 
2000  Burials  yearly,  more  than  in  the  Bills 
at  large.  And  which,  whether  we  are  exact 
enough  or  not  in  the  Suppofition,  will  by 
no  means  hinder  us  to  difcover  the  Increafe 
or  Decreafe  of  the  People. 

It  is  next  to  be  obfervcd,  that  in  the  Bills, 
the  Baptifms  are  always  about  two  fifth  Parts 
at  lead  lefs  than  the  Burials,  with  the  Num¬ 
bers  added  to  them  above-mentioned ;  and 
that  this  Difference  within  the  City  feems 
continually  to  increafe,  fo  that  it  is  much 
greater  now  than  it  was  feme  Years  ago  ; 
which  appears  plainly  to  arife  from  two 
Caufes ;  the  Number  of  Diflenters  of  vari¬ 
ous  Denominations,  and  the  Multitude  of 
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People  that  live  unmarried.  But  I  think  it 
is  rather  owing  to  the  lad :  for  in  London 
and  Wejlminfter  the  one  half  of  the  People 
at  lead  live  Angle,  that  are  above  twenty-one 
Years  of  Age  5  which  mud  prevent  aimed 
as  many  more  Births,  that  might  be  reafona- 
bly  expedted.  And  this  is  not  mere  Conjec¬ 
ture,  I  have  had  fome  Proof  from  a  parti¬ 
cular  Detail  given  me  of  one  Parifli  within 
the  City  5  where  the  greater  Part  of  thofe 
that  are  above  that  Age  are  Angle.  In  the 
natural  State  of  Mankind  it  feems  plain* 
that  the  Number  of  Births  fhould  be  greater 
than  the  Burials,  and  I  believe  that  in  many 
Pariihes  in  the  Country  they  are  near  double* 
I  found  it  fo  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight ,  where  I 
lived  fome  Time,  and  had  an  Opportunity 
to  fee  the  Regiders ;  for  there  the  Births  were 
generally  near  double.  And  even  in  London  > 
before  the  great  Fire  1666,  it  appears  from 
fome  Paridi  Regiders,  that  the  Baptifms 
were  near  about  equal  to  the  Burials,  and 
never  afterwards :  the  Reafon  of  which  I  do 
not  under dand,  unlefs  it  be  that  more  Peo¬ 
ple  were  then  married,  and  that  from  that 
Time  there  was  a  greater  Confluence  of 

Strangers  $ 
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Strangers 3  for  there  certainly  were  mor $ 

Diffenters  at  that  l  ime,  than  ever  after. 

* 

It  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
Bills  from  the  Year  1704  to  the  Year  1728, 
without  the  City  both  the  Number  of  Chrift- 
enings  and  Burials  continually  increafed  3  and 
that  from  that  Time  to  1743,  they  conti¬ 
nued  nearly  the  fame  3  but  after  1743  they 
gradually  decreafed  till  this  Time  3  which 
plainly  fhews,  that  the  Inhabitants  were  in- 
creafing  till  about  the  Year  1728  ;  and  that 
from  thence  to  1743,  they  remained  in  the 
fame  State  nearly  5  but  that  afterwards  during 
the  laft  ten  Years,  till  1753,  they  were  con- 
ftantly  diminifhing.  For  it  is  evident  that 
the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  mult  always 
be  in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  Births 
and  Burials  confidered  together.  And  hence 
it  appears,  that  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter  were  in  the  molt  flourishing  State, 
with  Regard  to  Numbers,  from  1728  to 
1743,  and  that  they  are  now  pad:  their 
Height,  and  in  the  fame  State,  they  were  in 
the  Year  1708  3  and  the  firft  Decreafe  feems 
to  have  been  at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft 
French  War,  which  was  in  the  Year  1744; 
W ithin  the  City  W alls  the  Number  of  the 

In- 
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Inhabitants  do  not  feem  to  fluduate  in  the 
fame  Periods  of  Time,  as  without ;  for  tho 
moft  numerous  State  of  the  City,  appears  to 
have  been  from  the  Year  1718  to  the  Year 
1728,  and  then  after  that  they  have  been 
Continually  decreafing;  fo  that  when  they 
were  moft  numerous  within  the  Walls,  they 
were  not  then  arrived  at  the  Height  with¬ 
out;  and  when  they  were  in  the  higheft  State 
without,  they  were  di  mini  thing  in  the  City, 
Perhaps  the  vaft  Number  of  New  Buildings 
within  the  Liberties  of  Wejiminfter ,  may 
have  in  Part  caufed  this  Diminution,  And 
as  from  the  Year  1718,  within  the  City* 
the  Chriftenings  have  been  fo  remarkably 
decreafing,  that  they  are  now  but  three  fifths 
of  what  they  were  at  that  Time,  and  the  Bu¬ 
rials  are  like  wife  diminifhed  above  one  fourth 
in  the  laft  five  Years ;  this  feems  to  fhew 
that  the  Inhabitants  wfthin  the  City  Walls 
muft  be  near  one  fourth  fewer,  than  they 
were  in  the  Year  1718, 

Now  in  order  to  calculate  the  Number  of 
Inhabitants,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  in  a  Year  in  Loudon  there  generally  dies 
one  Perfon  in  thirty.  This  Sir  William  Petty 
has  long  agoobferved  ;  and  I  have  found  it  to 

C  bg 
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be  near  the  Truth,  upon  confulting  my  Pa~ 
rifh  Regifter.  For  in  the  Parifh  of  BaJJifhaw , 
London ,  there  are  not  above  800  People,  as 
appears  from  an  Account  that  I  had 
lately  given  me  :  and  the  Burials  for  the  laft 
ten  Years,  in  the  whole  amount  to  262  ; 
which  at  a  Medium  gives  26  for  one  Year, 
which  is  the  thirtieth  Part  of  800  nearly.  In 
fome  Parifhes  in  London  there  die  more  than 
in  this  Proportion,  as  in  St.  Giles's  Cripplegate ; 
and  in  others  in  the  out  Parts  of  the  Town 
there  die  fewer,  but,  I  believe  in  general  it 
will  hold  true,  in  and  about  the  City.  In  the 
Town  of  B ref, are  in  Germany ,  from  which 
Dr.  Halley  formed  his  famous  Table  for  the 
Probabilities  of  Life,  their  die  about  two  in 
fixty-nine,  that  is,  lefs  than  one  in  thirty- four; 
as  is  plain  from  an  eafy  Computation.  But 
there  certainly  die  more  than  in  that  Propor¬ 
tion  within  the  London  Bills ;  for  it  appears 
that  one  third  at  lead:  of  the  Children  die 
under  two  Years  of  Age;  whereas  at  Brefaw 
there  die  under  that  Age  only  one  fifth ;  and 
therefore  the  Difference  being  two -fif¬ 
teenths,  or  four-thirtieths,  there  die  four  in 
thirty  more  a i  London  than  2XBrefaeivi  under 
two  Years  of  Age. 
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In  the  Country  the  Cafe  is  very  different ; 
for  there  does  not  die  above  one  in  fifty,  in 
healthy  Places.  Sir  William  Petty  has  like- 
wife  cblerved  this,  and  I  have  found  it  true. 
For  in  the  Parilh  of  Newchurch  in  the  lile  of 
Wight ,  where  I  refided  feme  Time,  there  are 
about  coo  People,  and  there  does  not  die 
at  a  Medium  above  eighteen  yearly;  which 
is  one  in  fifty  exadtly.  And  I  believe  thjs 
will  be  found  to  be  nearly  the  fame,  in  moil 
of  ’the  Counties  in  Britain  ;  where  the  Peo¬ 
ple  do  not  live  in  great  Towns  ;  which 
fhews  the  great  Difference  between  the  Ef¬ 
fects  of  the  Air,  in  London  and  the  Country. 

If  then  it  be  allowed,  that  in  London  and 
Wejlminjler  there  dies  one  in  thirty,  it  will 
be  very  eafy  to  mike  a  Calculation  of  the 
whole  Number  of  the  People  nearly,  that  are 
within  the  Bills.  For  if  we  take  the  Number  of 
the  Burials  at  an  Average  for  fome  Years, 
and  multiply  that  by  30,  the  Product 
muff  be  the  Number  of  the  People.  Thus 
if  we  take  the  Number  of  the  Burials  at 
large  within  the  Bills,  for  any  one  of  the 
laff  ten  Years  at  a  Medium,  from  1744  t0 
to  1753  inclufive,  to  be  22945,  and  add 
to  this  2000  for  thole  Burials  emitted  in  the 
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Bills,  as  is  fuppofed  above,  the  Total  will  be 
24945,  ail  the  Burials  within  the  Limits  of 
the  Bills,  for  one  Year  at  1753,  and  then 
multiply  this  by  30,  the  Product  748350  will 
be  the  whole  Number  of  the  People  nearly,  at 
prefen t.  But  if  we  take  27192,  the  Number 
of  Burials  at  a  Medium,  for  any  one  of  the 
ten  Years  preceeding  1743,  inclufive,  and 
add  to  this  2000  as  above,  the  whole  of  the 
.Burials  at  that  Time  within  the  Bills  will  be 
29192,  which  being  multiplied  by  30,  gives 
875760  for  the  Number  of  the  People  at  the 
Year  1743  *  And  therefore  the  Inhabitants 
are  fewer  now  than  they  were  in  1743  by 
127000.  I  have  taken  the  Numbers  at  a 
Medium,  for  ten  Years,  to  avoid  any  Uncer¬ 
tainty  that  might  arife  ^bout  a  Computation 
for  a  fingle  Y ear. 

If  we  were  to  try  the  fame  Calculation,  by 
taking  the  Burials,  at  a  Medium,  only  for  five 
Years  to  1753,  and  alfo  for  five  Years  to  1743 
inclufive,  the  Difference  will  be  greater.  For 
the  Numbers  at  thefe  two  Times  will  be 
720180,  and  906570,  of  which  the  Differ¬ 
ence  is  186390;  fo  that  the  People  would 
appear  fewer  at  1753  than  they  were  in 
3743,  by  186000.  But  this  is  not  fo  much 

to 
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to  be  depended  upon  as  the  Numbers  above ; 
became  there  were  two  extraordinary  Bills  at 
1740  and  1741  :  or  if  we  ffiould  imagine 
that- there  might  not  more  die  at  London  than 
at  Brtflaw ,  that  is,  one  in  thirty-four,  ftiji 
the  Difference  would  be  greater  than  we 
found  at  firft.  For  taking  the  Burials  at  a n, 
Average  for  ten  Years,  at  1753  and  1743? 
as  above,  the  Numbers  would  at  thefe  two 
Times  be  848130  and  992528,  of  which 
the  Difference  is  144398  5  fo  that  it  feems 
plain,  if  the  Bills  are  to  be  depended  upon, 
that  there  is  a  Decreafe  of  the  People  fince 
1743  of  above  an  hundred  thoufand,  and 
that  at  prefen t  the  Number  is  about  74000. 
And  this  Decreafe  has  been  annually  con¬ 
tinued,  for  if  we  try  the  Thing  farther,  at 
the  Diftance  of  five  Years,  and  take  at  a 
Medium  for  five  Years,  the  Burials  for  1753 
and  1748,  the  Numbers  will  come  out 
720180  and  7765205  of  which  the  Diffe¬ 
rence  is  56340,  the  Number  decreafed  for 
the  lafi:  five  Years. 

There  is  another  Way  of  computing  from 
the  Number  of  Houfes  5  but  1  think  this  not 
fo  certain  as  the  other.  For  here  are  two 
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Difficulties,  to  afcertain  the  Number  of 
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Houfes,  and  to  fix  on  the  Number  of  Perfons 
for  each  Houfe.  As  to  the  laft,  Sir  William 
Petty  thought  we  might  allow  eight  Perfons 
to  a  Houfe ;  which  I  have  found  to  be  a 
Miftake.  I  have  made  an  Experiment  of  it, 
and  got  an  exadl  Account  of  the  Numbers 
in  each  Houfe  in  a  certain  Parifh  in  London  ; 
and  I  find  that  they  exactly  come  to  fix  in  a 
Houfe,  empty  and  full  together,  for  there 
is  feldom  above  one  in  twenty  empty.  And 
as  in  that  Parifh  the  People  are  in  a  middle 
Condition,  and  fome  cf  them  have  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Servants ;  it  may  be  prefumed  they 
are  in  a  middle  State  with  regard  to  Num¬ 
bers  between  the  very  great  Families  and 
thofe  in  the  lowed  Rank.  This  is  alfo  con¬ 
firmed,  if  we  allow,  as  above,  one  in  thirty  to 
die  yearly  in  London .  For  within  the  City 
Walls  there  were  11857  Houfes  in  the  97 
Parifhes,  as  appears  from  Mr,  Smart's  Ac¬ 
count,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  very  ac¬ 
curate  at  that  Time :  but  fince  he  publifhed 
that  in  the  1741,  there  are  not  fo  many 
Houfes  within  the  City  Walls  5  for  in  many 
Parifhes  there  are  Houfes  greatly  enlarged, 
fome  rebuilt  in  Place  of  two  or  three,  and 
W  arehoufes  made  of  others.  I  know  fome 
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Paddies  In  which  there  is  one  in  twenty 
fewer  than  in  his  Time.  In  others  perhaps 
there  is  no  Alteration.  But  I  think  they 
muft,  at  an  Average,  be  diminifhed  three 
in  an  hundred,  at  leaf!  5  and  confequently 
there  are  about  354  fewer,  and  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Houfes  within  the  City  W alls  is  about 
1 1503,  which  being  multiplied  by  6,  gives 
69018,  for  the  Number  of  Inhabitants; 
which  is  nearly  equal  to  the  Burials  2290 
multiplied  by  30,  or  68700;  taking  the 
Burials  at  a  Medium  for  ten  Years,  and  adding 
400  as  above. 

The  Number  of  Houfes  within  the  Bills 
may  then  be  nearly  come  at,  from  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Burials.  For  if  we  take  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Burials  for  the  laft  ten  Years  at  an 
Average,  within  the  City  to  be  1890,  and 
add  400,  which  makes  2290,  we  may  fay, 
if  2290  comes  from  11503  Houfes,  then 
the  whole  Number  24945  of  Burials  within 
the  Bills,  having  allowed  2000  as  above, 
muft  come  from  125302  Houfes.  And 
there  cannot  be  fewer ;  for  there  are  more 
Burials  within  the  City,  in  proportion  to  the 
Baptifms,  than  in  the  Out-parifties ;  and 
therefore  more  Burials  in  proportion  to  the 

Num- 
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Number  of  Houfes s  which  thews  that  the 
Number  of  Houfes  cannot  -be  lefs  than 
125302;  which  being  multiplied  by  6,  will 
give  751812,  for  the  Number  of  People 
for  this  prefent  Time  s  and  it  is  nearly  equal 
to  the  Number  7483  found  above.  So 
that  the  Numbers  produced  from  thefe  two 
Methods  being  almoft  equal,  this  is  fome 
farther  Proof  that  our  Supposition  of  fix 
Perfons  to  a  Houfe,  empty  and  full,  is  near 
to  the  Truth.  But  if  we  fuppofe,  that  the 
Number  of  Houfes  within  the  Walls  is  now 
the  fame,  as  in  Mr.  Smart's  Time,  11857s 
then  all  the  Houfes  within  the  Rills  will  be 
129158,  and  the  Number  of  People  774948 
greater  than  748350,  found  above,  by 
265985  which  is  not  much  in  fuch  Calcu¬ 
lations. 

Sir  William  Petty  likewife  fays,  that  he 
was  informed  there  were  84000  Houfes, 
tenanted  within  the  Bills,  in  the  Year  1682, 
in  which  he  wrote  s  and  if  fo,  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Houfes  feem  to  be  increafed  near  one 
third  fince  that  Time.  And  according  to 
our  Way  of  computing,  to  fuppofe  fix  to 
a  Houfe,  empty  and  full,  there  could  not  be 
more  than  504000  People  at  that  Time  s 

which 
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which  is  lefs  than  the  Number  We  found 
above  for  the  prefent  Time,  748350,  by 
244350.  But  now  inftead  of  increafing,  we 
are  decreafing;  for  lince  the  Year  1743  the 
Inhabitants  have  been  annually  diminifhed  $ 
by  which  it  appears,  that  this  great  City  is 
paft  its  Heighth,  and  is  rather  upon  the  De¬ 
cline  with  regard  to  Numbers*  And  hence 
we  fee  how  far  Sir  William  was  miftaken, 
who  imagined  that  it  might  increafe  conti¬ 
nually  till  the  Year  1800 ;  when  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  People  would  be  five  Millions,  that  is, 
near  feven  Times  as  many  as  they  are  at 
prefent. 

Now  to  account  for  this  Decreafe  there 
may  be  various  Conjectures :  I  think  three 
Caufes  may  be  affigned,  that  may  all  operate 
jointly.  One  may  be  the  vicious  Cuflorn 
that  has  prevailed  of  late  Years,  among  the 
lower  People,  of  drinking  fpirituous  Liquors  $ 
another,  the  fashionable  Humour  of  living 
lingle,  that  daily  increafes  j  and  a  third  may 
be  the  great  Increafe  of  Trade  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Parts  of  Great  Britain ,  that  keeps  the 
People  there  employed  at  home,  that  they 
have  no  Occafion  as  formerly  to  come  hither 
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for  Bufmefs ;  and  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that 
this  Caufe  was  the  moft  prevailing.  But 
whatever  be  the  Caufe,  it  feems  plain  to  me, 
that  it  could  not  be  the  late  French  War,  as 
fome  imagine*  For  by  what  was  fhewn 
above,  there  has  been  a  Decreafe  of  56000 
fince  the  Year  1749,  after  the  Peace :  but 
if  the  War  had  been  the  Caufe,  there  ought 
rather  to  have  been  an  Increafe  after  it.  And 
as  in  the  Whole,  we  could  not  have  loft 
more  than  150000,  in  the  War  by  Land 
and  Sea,  of  which  there  was  not  one  fifth, 
or  30000,  taken  from  about  the  City*  this 
can  never  account  for  64000,  the  Decreafe 
before  the  Year  1748.  In  the  former  War, 
between  1702  and  1711,  the  City  never  de- 
creafed,  but  continually  increafed :  from 
which  one  would  imagine,  that  the  laft  War 
could  not  diminifh  its  Numbers. 

Nor  can  this  Decreafe  in  the  Bills  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  from  a  greater  Number  than 
formerly  leaving  the  Town  in  Summer  ;  be- 
caufe  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  a  greater 
Number  of  fuch,  than  was  ten  Years  ago. 
And  if  it  could  be  allowed  that  the  Number 
was  greater,  it  can  never  be  thought  that  it 

can 
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can  amount  to  120000  more  than  in  the 
Year  1743. 

It  is  true  this  Decreafe  may  appear  furpri- 
fing  to  feme,  when  they  fee  the  Number  of 
new  Buildings  in  Wejtminjier  continually  in- 
creafing  j  but  then,  on  the  other  Hand,  it 
is  likewife  to  be  confidered,  that  there  is  a 
great  Number  of  Houfes  enlarged,  or  re¬ 
built,  in  Place  of  two  or  three  others,  as 
mentioned  above ;  and  others  falling  in,  and 
empty,  about  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  the  City : 
fo  that  for  the  laft  twenty  Years  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  feem  only  to  be  moving,  from  the 
Eaftern  to  the  Weftern  Parts  of  the  Town, 
and  not  increafing. 

Whether  the  Do&or’s  Curiofity  was  well 
founded  or  not,  is  the  Queftion ;  that  it  is 
not  is  my  Opinion,  his  Premifes  having  no 
Solidity,  the  whole  Hypothecs  can  be  no 
more,  nor  better,  than  building  a  Cathedral 
in  the  Air. 

The  Dodtor  fuppofes  but  2000  annual 
Buryings  among  the  Diffenters,  &c.  buried 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  including  the 
Bodies  carried  into  the  Country :  Whereas 
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Maitland ,  in  his  Survey  of  London ,  has  fet 
down  One  Thoufand  more  ;  and  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion  even  that  latter  Reckoning  is  not  large 
enough.  It  is  certain  that  more  People  of 
Quality  and  Gentry,  with  their  Families,  re- 
fide  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality  during  the 
Winter  Seafon  now,  than  in  former  Times  5 
and  of  thefe,  moft  that  die  in  T own  are  in¬ 
terred  in  the  Country.  The  Churchyards 
of  Paddington  and  Pancras  have  been  en¬ 
larged,  one  new  Burying-Place  has  been 
made  at  Marybon ,  and  there  are  two  in 
Pancras^  (thefe  Parishes  are  without  the 
Bills)  where  Clergymen  attend  in  the  Eve¬ 
nings  to  read  the  Service  of  Interments.  The 
calculating  by  Burials  is  therefore  fo  uncer¬ 
tain,  as  to  render  it  only  conjedturah 

Then,  why  Baptilms  are  two  fifths  lefs  than 
the  Burials  may  be  accounted  for  thus :  The 
Children  of  Papijls ,  yews,  Greeks ,  Luthe¬ 
rans  ^  Moravians ,  Anabaptifls ,  and  other 
Difienters,  that  ufe  not  Baptifm  according  to 
the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Perfons  of  Quality,  Gentry,  and 
many  more,  feldom  regifter  the  Births  of 
their  Offspring.  Where,  the  Number  of 
| Lilly  Batchelors  is  large,  many  are  the  merry- 

begotten 
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begotten  Babes :  On  thefe  Occafions,  if  the 
Father  is  an  honeft  Fellow  and  a  true 
Church  of  England-  Man,  the  new-born  In¬ 
fant  is  baptized  by  an  indigent  Prieft,  and 
the  Father  provides  for  the  Child  :  But  the 
DiJfenterSy  Papijls ,  Jews ,  and  other  Sefts 
fend  their  Baftards  to  the  Foundling  Hofpital ; 
if  they  are  not  admitted,  there  are  Men  and 
Women,  that  for  a  certain  Sum  of  Money 
will  take  them,  and  the  Fathers  never  hear 
what  becomes  of  their  Children  afterwards ; 
thefe,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  are  never  baptized, 
except  fuch  as  are  taken  into  the  Hofpitah 
Female  Servants  and  poor  Single  Wenches, 
when  pregnant,  are  compelled  by  the  Parifh- 
Officers  to  name  and  fwear  to  the  Begetters 
of  the  Children  in  their  Bodies,  who  are 
forthwith  taken  up  by  Warrants  5  if  a  nomi¬ 
nated  Father  is  poor  he  muft  run -away, 
marry  the  Girl,  or  be  fent  to  Bri dewell , 
when  apprehended.  Men  of  known  Sub- 
ftance  are  treated  in  another  Manner 3  the 
Pariffi- Officers  go  civilly  to  them,  and  after 
a  Treat  or  two  the  Affair  is  fettled,  the  For¬ 
nicator  pays  at  the  leaf!;  Ten  Pounds,  and  re¬ 
ceives  a  Difcharge  3  but  if  the  firft  nominated 
Father  cannot  be  found,  the  big-bellied  Wo¬ 
man 
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man  mull;  nominate  another,  and  fwear  that  he 
is  the  Father  •>  and  fometimes  it  happens  that 
two  or  three  Perfons  pay  each  the  ufual  De¬ 
mand  for  one  Child.  I  knew  a  young  Wo¬ 
man  who  fwore  her  great  Belly  to  fix  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  living  in  fo  many  different  Parifhes. 
There  always  was,  ever  will,  and  mud  be, 
great  Numbers  of  unmarried  Men  above  the 
Age  of  twenty-one,  in  and  about  London ; 
becaufe  not  many  Apprentices  are  out  of  their 
Servitude  at  that  Time  of  Life,  and  v/ould 
be  ruined  by  forfeiting  Indentures,  if  mar¬ 
ried  before  free.  Premature  Marriages  com¬ 
monly  ruin  young  Gentlemen,  and  others 
defigned  for  the  Law,  or  that  are  fiationed 
in  public  or  private  Offices ;  few  Mafters  will 
keep  married  Servants  in  their  Houfes,  &c. 
It  is  true  that  Marriages  promote  Chriden- 
ings  and  Burials ;  the  two  firft  occafion 
Mirth  and  good  Cheer,  the  lad  fome  Mourn¬ 
ing  Perquifites,  all  three  Surplice  Feesj 
therefore  the  Clfergy  have  caufe  to  promote 
Matrimony,  and  inveigh  againft  Celibacy  : 
But  what  would  become  of  our  famous  Uni- 
verilties,  the  Priefthood  and  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  >  if  the  Students  were  to  have  Yoke- 
Fellows  at  twenty-one.  Mod  fober  People 

of 
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of  both  Sexes  fay,  that  very  many  couple 
too  foon,  and  before  they  are  of  fufficient 
Ability  to  provide  for  Children,  who  fre¬ 
quently  fall  upon  the  Parifhes  for  their  Sup¬ 
port.  Certainly,  the  Dodfor  knows  that  in 
Country  Parifhes  there  are  very  few  Dijfent- 
ers ,  and  that  all  the  Children,  whole  Parents 
go  to  Church,  have  them  baptized,  though 
they  live  but  one  or  two  Days ;  whereas  in  and 
about  London  a  prodigious  Number  of  Infants 
are  cruelly  murdered  unchriftened,  by  thofe 
Infernals,  called  Nurfes ;  thefe  deteftable 
Monfters  throw  a  Spoonful  of  Gin,  Spirits  of 
Wine,  or  Hungary- Water  down  a  Child’s 
Throat,  which  inftantly  ftrangles  the  Babe  j 
when  the  Searchers  come  to  infpedt  the  Body, 

t 

and  enquire  what  Diffemper  caufed  the 
Death,  it  is  anfwered,  Convulfions,  this  oc- 
cafions  the  Article  of  Convulfions  in  the  Bills 
of  Mortality  fo  much  to  exceed  all  others. 
The  Price  of  deftroying  and  interring  a  Child 
is  but  Two  Guineas ;  and  thefe  are  the  Caufes 
that  near  a  Third  die  under  the  Age  of  Two 
Years,  and  not  unlikely  under  two  Months. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  Man  now 
living,  that  the  Officers  of  one  Parifh  in 
Wejlminjler ,  received  Money  for  more  than 
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Five  Hundred  Baftards,  and  reared  but  One 
out  of  the  whole  Number.  How  furprizing 
and  Shocking  muft  this  difmal  Relation  ap¬ 
pear,  to  all  that  are  not  hardened  in  Sin  ? 
Will  it  not  flrike  every  one,  but  the  Caufers 
and  Perpetrators  with  Dread  and  Horror  ? 
Let  it  be  confidered  what  a  heinous  and  de¬ 
left  able  Crime  Child-murder  is,  in  the  Sight 
of  the  Almighty,  and  how  much  it  ought 
to  be  abhorred  and  prevented  by  all  good 
People.  To  put  an  End  therefore  to  fuch  a 
Courfe  of  Inhumanity  accompanied  with 
Perjuries  and  Impofitions  of  all  Sorts:  Let  the 
parochial  Clergy  within  the  Mortality  Bills,  the 
Veftries,  and  fuch  Parifh  Officers,  who  have 
more  regard  for  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls, 
than  pampering  and  forfeiting  their  Bodies 
by  Gluttony  and  Drunkennefs,  apply  to  the 
Governors  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital  for  the 
Reception  of  all  the  Baftard  Children  they 
receive  Money  for,  fending  the  Ten  Pounds 
with  each  Child.  Again,  Foreigners  rarely 
fettled  in  London  before  the  Revolution  of 
the  Edidt  of  Nantz  in  the  latter  End  of 
Charles  the  Second's  Reign,  (except  the 
Walloons  in  the  Days  of  Queen  Elizabeth) 
but  then  the  Proteftants  of  France  firft  came 

to 
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to  fix  thernfejves  and  Families  in  London ; 
and  many  other  Cities  and  Towns  in  England 
and  Ireland ;  and  fince  the  glorious  Revo¬ 
lution;  Germans ,  Dutch ,  Danes ,  Swedes ,  and 
Multitudes  more  of  French  fettled  their  Ha¬ 
bitations  in  London ,  the  Defcendants  of 
whom  are  undeniably  become  very  nume¬ 
rous  and  profperous.  Now,  few  of  thefe, 
as  I  apprehend,  communicate  with  the 
Church  of  England \  and  as  Falfo  know  that 
many  new  Meeting  Houfes  have  been  eredted 
within  my  Memory  for  Prejbyterians ,  I  can¬ 
not  conclude  with  the  Doctor,  that  there 
were  more  Dijjenters  in  London ,  before  the 
great  Fire  in  1666,  than  at  any  Time  fince., 
The  Independant s,  Anabaptijis,  Moravians  $ 
Methodijls ,  &c.  &c,  together  with  the  Scotch $ 
French ,  Germans ,  Danes ,  and  Swedes ,  who  all 
have  their  Meetings,  Chapels  and  Churches^ 
Befides,  the  Fapijls ,  who  were  then  inconii- 
derable;  are  now  grown  very  numerous $  and 
that  the  fame  my  be  faid  of  Quakers  and 
Jews  :  I  cannot  therefore  conclude  with  the 
Doctor,  that  there  were  more  Difjenters  in 
London  before  the  great  Fire  in  1666,  than 
at  any  Time  fince. 

Then  as  to  the  Account  of  Cliriftenings  and 
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is  too  uncertain  to  form  a  true  judgment 
upon.  1  have  obferved  in  the  weekly  Bills, 
one,  two,  and  fometimes  three  Parifhes, 
of  the  ten,  that  compofe  the  City  and  Li¬ 
berty  of  Wejlminjier ,  had  only  Cyphers 
againfi  their  Names ;  and  in  the  laft  I  looked 
upon,  no  Burials  were  fet  down  for  St. 
George  s  in  the  Liberty  of  TVeftmindery  nor 
St.  Brides  by  Fleet-Street . 

London  within  the  Walls,  it  is  true,  is  not 
altogether  fo  populous  as  heretofore ,  the 
chief  Reafon  of  which  may  be,  the  great 
*  Number  of  Shopkeepers  fet  up  in  Weftminjler 
and  other  Parts  about  the  City :  But  if  in 
lieu  of  a  fourth  Part,  the  Dodtor  had  men¬ 
tioned  the  fortieth,  it  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  Decreafe,  befides ;  the  leffen- 
ing  of  Chriflenings  by  the  parochial  Clergy, 
may  poflibly  be,  though  I  hope  not,  that 
many  Infants  receive  Baptifm  from  the  Non- 
juring  Clergymen,  and  Popifih  Priefts,  who 
are  not  regsitered  3  and  many  of  the  DiiTenting 
Minifters  keep  Regifters ;  it  is  wrell  known 
the  Anabaptijls,  Quakers ,  jews,  and  fome 
other  Sedts,  have  no  Chriftenings  at  all.  This 
Subjedt  has  been  a  Topic  for  Difcourfe  and 
Altercation  more  than  fifty  Years  to  my 
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Knowledge;  though  the  Judgment  I  always 
formed  upon  it  was,  that  as  many  were  bom 
in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  as  died  ;  but  that 
one  third  of  the  Inhabitants  not  being  of  the 
Church  of  England ,  only  two  Thirds  of  the 
Children  born  were  fet  down  in  the  Bills ; 
not  to  repeat  what  has  been  faid  of  the  In¬ 
fants  deftroyed,  and  others  born  of  Church 
of  England  Parents,  who  die  before  Baptifm. 
Then  in  regard  to  Burials,  let  it  be  confider- 
ed  that  of  late  Years  many  Hofpitals  and  In¬ 
firmaries  have  been  enlarged,  and  new  eredt- 
ed  for  curing  the  Sick  and  Maimed ;  be¬ 
tides  Workhoufes,  that  death  and  feed  Old 
and  Young,  who  would  perifh  for  Want  if 
not  fo  provided  for.  The  Foundling  Hofpital 
faves  annually  Abundance  of  Liyes ;  and  the 
Lying-in  Hofpital  s  for  poor  Women,  the  fie 
preferve  both  Mothers  and  Infants,  and  are  as 
ufeful  and  neceffary  Charities  as  any  in  the 
Nation.  I  have  heard  however  but  of  four, 
two  in  the  Liberty  of  WeJIminJiery  one  in 
London ,  and  the  Middlefex  HofpitaL  It  is  to 
be  hoped  and  defired,  that  the  Rich  will 
communicate  to  the  Poor,  and  the  Parts 
without  thefe  Hofpitals  will  have  them. 
The  Lock  Hofpitals  cure  Abundance  of  u n- 
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fortunate  People,  Inoculation  for  the  Small- 
Pox,  and  the  Hofpital  for  curing  that  Diftem- 
per  both  Ways ;  Dr.  James  s  Powder,  which 
Is  a  certain  Remedy  for  Fevers,  if  taken  in 
Time  :  the  charitable  Difpofition  of  fome 
Phyficians,  Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries,  who 
at  certain  appointed  Times  and  Places,  (as 
appears  by  Advertifements)  give  their  Advice 
gratis  to  all  Comers  5  to  thefe  may  be  added 
the  great  Improvements  made  in  Chemiftrv, 
Pharmacy,  and  chirurgical  Operations.  I  fay 
all  thefe  Particulars  contribute  to  preferve  the 
Lives  of  many  Thoufands  every  Year,  and 
confequently  ferve  to  confute  the  Dodtor. 
The  Dodfor  muft  be  egregioufly  miftaken? 
yet  again,  in  fuppofing  Wejiminjler  was  in 
the  mold  flpurifhing  State,  with  Regard  to 
Numbers  in  1743,  becaufe  nothing  is,  or  can 
be  more  certain,  than  that  in  every  Year  fince* 
many  good  Houfes  have  been  eredted  on  new 
Foundations,  old  ones  pulled  down,  and  bet¬ 
ter  rebuilt  to  occupy  the  Ground  they  flood 
upon.  I  was  lately  informed  that  there  were 
pnly  fourteen  Houfes  empty  in  the  City  of 
Wejhninjier ,  and  I  know  not  why  the  Dodtor 
made  no  Obfefvation  refpedting  the  Buildings 
pn  die  north  Side  of  the  exeat  Street  from  St. 
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Giles' s  Pound,  almoft  home  to  the  Barrier, 
on  the  north- eaft  Side  of  Hyde  Park  ;  true  it 
is  they  are  notincluded  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
but  deferve  to  be  efteemed  a  Part  of  London  or 
Weftminfler ,  more  than  IJlington  or  Hackney  ; 
nor  ought  it  to  be  forgot,  that  the  Foundling 
and  Middlefex  Hofpitals ,  are  in  the  Parifhes 
of  Marybone  and  Pancras . 

Sir  William  Petty  was  an  ingenious  Gentle¬ 
man,  but  fometimes  erroneous  in  his  Calcula¬ 
tions  ;  I  have  no  Objection  to  offer  on  his  Ob- 
fervation,  or  rather  Suppofition,  that  one 
out  of  thirty  -one,  depart  this  Life  annually. 
Dr.  Halleys  Tables  have  been  admired  and 
commended  by  all  that  have  feen  and  were 
capable  of  underftanding  them  ;  but  the  Rea- 
fon  why  more  Children  die  proportionably  to 
Births  in  London  than  in  Brejlaw ,  is  becaufe 
the  Mothers  fuckle  their  Babes  in  Brejlaw  y 
and  that  there  are  no  Parifh  or  other  Nurfes 
there  to  deftroy  the  Innocents  with  Impunity. 

Every  Man  in  and  near  London^  cannot  avoid 
feeing  and  knowing  that  new  Buildings  are 
eredted  every  Year  in  all  the  out  Parts  of  the 
Mortality  Bills,  as  alfo  in  the  Parifhes  of 
Marybone  and  Pancras ,  and  that  in  all  Places 
when  the  Leafes  expire,  the  old  Houfes  are 
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pulled  down,  and  rebuilt  in  a  better  Manner, 
handfome  without,  and  commodious  with¬ 
in  ;  that  notwithftanding  fo  many  new  Build¬ 
ings,  Tenants  are  not  wanting  for  Houfes, 
but  Houfes  for  Tenants,  and  the  Price  of 
Lodgings  enhanced  in  moll  Streets ;  albeit 
the  DoCtor  has  infinuated,  and  attempted, 
by  Arguments  to  me  appearing  frivolent,  arid 
by  Calculations  of  no  Validity,  to  prove  the 
Decreafe  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Bills  of  Mor¬ 
tality  ;  I  do  firmly  believe,  that  taking  in 
Tancras  and  Mary  hone  >  the  Houfes  and 
Inhabitants,  have  increafed  as  much  in  the 
laft  fourteen  Years,  as  in  any  Term  of 
Time  that  can  be  mentioned.  And  to  ma~ 
nifeft  the  Calculations  and  Mediums,  the 
Doctor  has  produced,  are  no  more  to  be 
depended  upon  than  Salivating  without 
Mercury.  I  will  fuppofe  that  there  are  fome 
Men  in  the  City  of  London  worth  one  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds  a  Man,  and  others  worth 
Nothings  now  no  one  will  deny  or  con¬ 
tradict  either  of  thefe  Petitions.  The  Me¬ 
dium  between  one  hundred  thoufand  Pounds 
and  nothing,  is  fifty  thoufand  Pounds ; 
therefore  the  Citizens  one  with  the  other 
according  to  fuch  Reafoning  as  his,  are 

worth 


[  3i  ] 

wofth  fifty  thoufand  Pounds  a  Piece ;  but 
although  this  Calculation  and  Medium  is 
clearly  proved  by  Figures,  I  do  not  defire 
the  gentle  Readers  to  give  their  AfTent  and 
Confent,  before  they  are  fatisfied  of  the 
Truth,  by  all  the  Houfekeepers  within  the 
Walls  of  London,  Males  and  Females, 

Now  the  Dodtor  has  made  three  different 
Calculations  upon  Suppefitions,  to  prove  the 
Diminution  of  People  in  London  and  Weft- 
minfter ,  and  yet  all  of  them  deferve  no  more 
Regard,  nor  are  of  more  Significancy  than 
my  Calculation  and  Medium  before-recited ; 
fuppofing  however,  but  not  allowing,  that  the 
Number  of  Inhabitants  are  fo  lelfened  as 
the  Dodtor  would  have  us  believe,  what 
is  become  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  People  ?  Certainly  they  did  not 
die  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  for  if  it  had  been 
true,  the  Bills  mu  ft  have  amounted  to  near 
ten  thoufand  more  annually,  than  they  did 
in  the  laft  fourteen  Years  ?  Again,  was  this 
extravagant  Calculation  well  founded,  by  the 
Dodtor’s  own  Account,  twenty  thoufand 
Houfes  muft  have  been  deferted,  or  funk 
into  Ruins,  and  the  Pavements  in  Abun¬ 
dance  of  Streets  overlpread  with  Grafs  and 
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Weeds;  but  the  contrary  is  fo  notorious* 
that  I  cannot  believe  the  Dodor  or  any  other 
Perfon  will  pretend,  that  the  old  Streets  are 
lefs  frequented,  that  the  Concourfe  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  or  Number  of  Carnages  are  lefs  at  this 
Time,  than  in  1743,  from  which  Year  the 
pretended  Decay  commenced  in  the  Doc¬ 
tor's  Dreams.  But  was  the  Fad:  otherwife, 
it  might  be  anfwered,  that  People  have  more 
Streets  to  walk  in,  and  that  Weftminfter - 
Bridge  to  the  Borough ,  and  both  Sides  the 
River,  from  London-Bridge  down  to  Dept¬ 
ford  and  Greenwich  ;  the  new  Roads  from 
Bethnal-Green  to  Shoreditch ,  from  thence  to 
Old-Street,  Iflington ,  and  B adding! on  pre¬ 
vents  Multitudes  of  Carriages,'  Horfes,  &c * 
from  palling  through  the  City  of  London * 

My  own  Opinion,  after  repeated  In¬ 
quiries,  is,  that  feven  Perfons  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  for  Houfes,  one  with  the  other • 
Lodgers  included;  and  if  there  are  many 
empty  Tenements  in  the  City,  they  muft 
Hand  in  bad  Situations,  or  be  out  of  Re¬ 
pair  ;  for  we  feldom  fee  many  Bills  on  the 
Doors  in  palling  through  the  Streets. 

I  alfo  think  the  Enlargement  of  Buildings 
may  make  an  Addition  to  the  Number  of 
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Inhabitants,  not  lefien  them  3  feme  miferable 
Fabricks  have  been  demolished,  and  fubftan- 
tial  Ware  hordes  fupplied  their  Places,  and 
in  a  few  Streets,  one  good  Habitation  now 
Stands,  where  two  or  three  paultry  ones  were 
before $  but  then  as  thefe  new  Houfes  are 
larger  than  the  old,  undoubtedly  each  contains 
a  greater  Family  than  one  of  thofe  demo¬ 
lished  ;  fo  that  Alterations  of  that  Nature 
will  add  very  little  to  fupport  the  Dodtor  s 
Argument ;  then  granting  the  Number  of 
Houfes  within  the  Walls,  to  be  decreafed 
three  hundred  fifty  and  four,  and  reducing 
the  Number  of  Inhabitants  to  fix  Perfons 
for  every  Houfe,  the  Amount  is  no  more  than 
two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  5 
and  in  his  lowed:  Estimate  he  fuppofes,  the 
prefent  Inhabitants  of  the  ninety-fix  Parishes 
within  the  Walls,  to  be  Sixty-eight  thoufand 
feven  hundred  *  which  Reckoning  is  fo 
far  from  tallying  with  his  former  Calculation, 
that  the  faid  Inhabitants  were  decreafed  a 
fourth  Part,  but  comes  very  near  my  own 
(viz.)  a  fortieth. 

The  Subftance  of  the  next  Paragraph,  I 
apprehend  has  been  already  anfwered. 

F  Whe- 
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Whether  Sir  William  Petty  came  near 
Bxactnefs,  in  refpedt  to  the  Number  of 
Houfes  in  1 682,  is  infignificant  to  the  Doctor’s 
Scheme,  of  pretending  to  prove  the  De- 
creafe  of  Inhabitants :  but  having  compared 
Mr,  Morgan's  large  Map  made  in  the  Reign 
of  Charles  the  Second,  with  the  late  one  by 
Mr.  Rocque ,  it  feems  to  me,  that  the  In- 
creafe  of  Houfes  is  more  than  a  Third ;  in 
the  Writings  of  feme  Authors  of  thofe 
Days,  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  was  com¬ 
puted  at  five  hundred  T'houfand ;  I  cannot, 
I  will  not  aflfent  to  the  Dodtor’s  pofitive  De¬ 
claration,  that  the  Inhabitants  are  now,  and 
have  been  decreafing  fince  1743,  for  the 
Reafons  before  produced,  by  which  the 
Readers  will  fee  that  Dr.  Brakenridge  is  as 
much  miftaken  in  the  decreafing,  as  Sir  William 
Petty  was  of  increafing;  Sir  William's  Cal¬ 
culations  are  deftitute  of  Mediums,  which 
in  this  Way  of  Writing,  may  defervedly  be 
efteemed  as  ufeful  as  Curves  in  Geometry* 

j 

Sir  William  miift  certainly  be  delirious, 
when  he  penned  his  Calculation,  that  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  Year  1800  would  contain  five 
Millions  of  People.  There  never  was,  nor 
ever  will  be  any  Situation  for  a  City,  where 

fo 


.  [  35  1  . 

fo  many  Inhabitants  could  live :  As  I  think 
it  ridiculous  for  any  Man  to  pretend,  that  he 
can  by  any  Method  know  the  exadt  Number 
of  Souls  in  London ,  my  Conjecture  is,  that 
including  Marybone  and  Pancras  there  may 
be  near  nine  hundred  thoufand,  and  that 
London  is  not  arrived  to  its  greateft  State, 
but  will  increafe  another  Century,  and  then 
may  contain  about  a  Million,  the  Build¬ 
ings  in  St. Georges  between  the  great  Weftern 
and  Oxford  Roads,  are  aim  oft  finished,  thofe 
in  Marybone  are  brifkly  carrying  on,  and 
will  continue  before  a  Bridge  is  built  over 
the  Thames  at  Black-Fry ars,  then  a  Ceffation 
will  enfue,  to  building  on  the  north  Side  of 
the  Town,  and  St.  George  s  Fields  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability  will  be  regularly  laid  out  for  Streets, 
and  built  upon. 

To  account  for  a  Decreafe,  when  no  fuch 
Misfortune  has  come  to  pafs,  is  laying  down 
falfe  Preinifes ;  consequently,  Concluiions 
upon  fuch  Preinifes,  muft  be  abfurd,  and  fa¬ 
vour  more  of  Bethlem  College  than  Sion .  The 
Do  Tor  affigns  for  his  imaginary  Decreafe  of 
Inhabitants  three  Caufes,  viz.  the  vicious 
Cuftomof  drinking  fpirituous  Liquors  among 
the  lower  People,  living  tingle,  and  the  great 
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Increafe  of  Trade  in  the  Northern  Parts  of 
this  Kingdom,  the  lower  People  in  late  Years 
have  not  drank  fpirituous  Liquors  fo  freely* 
as  they  did  before  the  good  Regulations,  and 
Qualifications  for  felling  them,  were  fettled 
by  Parliament,  the  additional  Excife  has  raifed 
the  Price,  Improvements  in  the  Diftillery 
have  rendered  the  home-made  Diftillations 
as  wholefome  as  the  imported ;  we  do  not 
iee  the  hundredth  Part  of  poor  Wretches 
drunk  in  the  Streets  fince  the  faid  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Qualifications  as  before,  Marriages 
at  prefent  are  not  fo  expeditioufly  difpatched, 
as  when  People  fcarcely  known  to  one  ano¬ 
ther,  could  be  joined  together,  without  Banns 
or  Licence  ;  more  Men  marry  too  foon,  than 
defer  f hat  in terefting  Affair  too  late,  theRea- 
fons  have  been  above  given.  The  greater 
the  Births  are  in  every  Part  of  South  Britain 
is  advantageous  to  London ,  becaufe  it  is  a  Cir- 
cumftance  that  furnifhes  the  City  and  Sub¬ 
urbs  with  the  more  induftrious  and  ufeful 
People.  London  cannot  but  be  enlarged  and 
mcreafed  by  a  Confnix  of  Inhabitants  from 
all  the  different  Parts  of  Great  Britain. 
Ireland  alfo  greatly  afllfts  in  filling  the  Capi¬ 
ta!  ;  the  Revenues  of  the  Nobility  and  Gen- 
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try  of  that  Kingdom,  being  exceedingly  aug¬ 
mented  line e  the  Accefilon  of  the  prefent 
Royal  Family  to  the  Throne  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ,  enables  many  of  them  to  refide  here, 
in  good  Houles  with  handfome  Equipages. 
Merchants  and  Shopkeepers  from  the  fame 
Country,  Journeymen  in  all  Trades,  La¬ 
bourers  at  Buildings,  Venders  of  Things  in 
the  Streets,  and  Villages  round  about,  with 
Irijh  Servants,  make  a  confiderable  Number 
of  the  prefent  Inhabitants. 

Foreigners  from  all  Proteftant  Countries, 
and  too  many  Papifts  come  to  London  con¬ 
tinually,  fome  as  Servants,  others  to  follow 
the  Employments  they  were  bred  to,  not 
above  one  in  twenty  of  Shop  and  Alehoule- 
keepers,  Journeymen,  and  Labourers,  living 
in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  were  either  born 
or  ferved  their  Apprentice  (hips  in  Town  ; 
the  Sugar-Refiners  employ,  for  the  moil  part, 
Hamburghers .  It  is  very  probable  that  two 
Thirds  of  the  grown  Perfons  at  any  Time  in 
London  came  from  diftant  Parts.  Arguments 
to  prove  a  Decreafe  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Lon- 
don ,  may  be  compared  to  the  Decay  of  W ool- 
kn  Manufactures  in  this  Kingdom,  which 

have 
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have  been  increafed  a  full  Third  fince  the 
Revolution.  '  ‘ 

The  late  War  with  France  affeded  Lon¬ 
don  inconfiderably  in  the  Decreafe  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  not  a  hundredth  Part  cf  the  Soldiers 
and  Sailors,  who  loft  their  Lives  in  that 
War,  being  bom  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 
The  precife  Decreafe  of  fifty  -  fix  thoufand 
fince  1749,  and  fixty-four  thoufand  before, 
is  grofsly  abfurd  and  void  of  Truth.  As 
new  Buildings  were  vigoroufly  promoted 
during  the  laft  War,  and  the  Houfes  filled 
as  foon  as  finifhed,  there  can  remain  no 
Doubt  with  fenfible  Men,  of  the  Multipli¬ 
cation  of  Inhabitants,  the  Time  that  War 
lafted,  fafter  than  in  all  Queen  Anne1  s  Reign, 
the  new  Buildings  then  ereded  being  more 

o  o 

numerous,  and  confiderable,  which  I  am 
capable  of  demonftrating  upon  View. 

The  Paragraph  before  the  laft  is  too  trivial 
and  infignificant  to  merit  Regard. 

The  Conclusion  of  the  Performance  ap¬ 
pears  to  my  Underftanding  weak;  the 
learned  Author’s  Decreafe  cannot  be  fur- 
prifing,  becaufe  not  fudden ;  it  commenced 
in  1743’  or  3 744?  and  continued  to  1755. 
This  fame  Decreafe,  if  true,  muft  inevitably 
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ieuened  tne  public  Revenues  in  every 
Branch,  and  ruined  many  thoufand  Fami¬ 
lies,  by  finking  their  Rents ;  but  as  no  fuch 
Information  has  yet  been  given  by  the  Hold 
oi  Writers,  that  ferve  their  Country  with  lb 
much  Zeal  and  Diligence,  no  Credit  can  be 
given  to  fuch  an  Account.  The  major  Part 
of  the  Buildings  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality  being 
Lea  droids,  erefted  for  certain  Years,  many 
Leafes  terminate  annually;  when  they  are 
near  expiring,  the  Houfes  commonly  want 
repairing  or  rebuilding,  many  Landlords 
.will  not  be  at  any  Charge,  before  they  ob¬ 
tain  Renewals,  which  is  the  Occafion  that 
iome  Houles  become  deferred  and  empty. 
I  am  very  certain  that  London  is  flourifhing  at 
this  Juncture,  and  fee  no  Caufe  to  fuppofe 
that  two  Parishes  without  the  Walls,  have 
decreafed  in  People  fin ce  I  deny, 

that  tne  Inhabitants  move  from  the  Eaftern  to 
the  Weftern  Parts  of  the  Town,  the  Lati¬ 
tude  Weft  of  ‘ Temple-Bar ,  is  not  proper  for 
thole  born  or  bred,  to  the  Eaft  of  Aldgate. , 
the  Occupations  and  Manner  of  Life  being 
very  different,  the  one  from  the  other. 
For  the  laft  twenty  Years  (fays  the  Doftor) 
tne  Inhabitants  feem  only  moving,  not  in- 
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creaflng.  I  cannot  conceive  what  could  in¬ 
duce  the  very  learned  Gentleman,  in  his  hard 
ftudied  Letter,  tp  inform  his  Readers  in  the 
very  laft  Line,  that  the  Inhabitants  were 
not  increafing,  when  he  before  affirmed,  and 
attempted  to  prove,  they  had  adiuaily  de- 
creafed  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand, 
and  were  daily  decreafing.  Nor  indeed 
what  could  entice  him  to  .  publifh  fuch  a 
Letter,  was  he  ever  fo  much  in  the  right ; 
the  Bent  of  his  Arguments  can  only  ferve  to 
increafe  that  Defpondency  of  the  Public, 
which  is  the  word  and  laft  of  all  political 
Evils :  And  however  ingenious  the  Dodtor 
may  be  in  difeovering  the  Caufes  of  the  ima¬ 
ginary  Confumption,  we  are  to  fuppofe  our- 
felves  wafting  with  from  Year  to  Year,  he 
has  neither  adminiftered  Cure,  nor  Confola- 
tion.  My  Endeavour  has  therefore  been, 
to  difpel  the  odious  Gloom  this  Divine  has 
thrown  over  the  Profpedt  of  our  Circum- 
ftances,  and  to  mprefent  them  in  a  better 
and  truer  Light. 

F  I  N  I  S. 
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